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A Rallying Cry: We Need All Your Hands & Voices in Nevada

by Leeanne Seaver

If you or your child/student talk or sign... if you talk and sign, or cue, or care, we need you. If you are di-
rectly, indirectly, or potentially involved with children who are deaf or hard of hearing and their families, we
need you. We need to be united by our Aands and our voices. We are parents, professionals, adult mentors,
consumers, and others who are in so many ways connected to a cause, and to each other, through the com-
munity of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. We are card-carrying members of the National Association of the
Deaf, the Alexander Graham Bell Society, the American Society for Deaf Children, and Auditory Verbal
International. We are Hands & Voices.

If you're sensing a theme of solidarity amongst all the diverse perspectives that make up the fragmented
and often fractious group we're calling a Community, then you're reading this right. Hands & Voices is a
nonprofit organization that supports the right for families to choose the communication mode or method
that best matches that child's needs in light of the family's values, lifestyle, goals for their child, and the
child's own inclinations and abilities. We are not sponsored by a

service provider nor organizationally biased towards one form of communication over another. Rather, we
rally around the things that unite us as a community: the right to an excellent education and to full commu-
nication access in the world for our kids.

Hands & Voices provides information, training, advocacy support, parent-to-
parent networking, a quarterly newspaper - The Communicator, website, spe-
cial events and other activities designed to provide families with the informa-
tion they need to make good choices for their children. Our organization is
parent-driven, but we are highly collaborative with professionals and consum-
ers who are represented on our Board of Directors and advisory board, and
make up approximately one third of our membership. We work at both the
local and state levels. In addition to family support, we strive to be meaning-
P fully involved at the systems development level in the state. Subscribe via

d email info@nvhandsandvoices.org or call (775) 351-1959.
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Un grito de guerra: Necesitamos Todas Sus Manos y Voces en Nevada

por: Leeanne Seaver

Si usted o su hijo/estudiante hablan o utiliza el lenguaje de signos... si usted sefiala o te preocupas,
te necesitamos. Si usted esta directa, indirecta o potencialmente involucrado con nifios que son medio sor-
dos o tienen problemas de audicién y sus familias, te necesitamos. Tenemos que estar unidos con nuestras
manos y nuestras voces. Nosotros somos padres, profesionales, mentores de adultos, consumidores y
otros, que estamos de muchas maneras conectados a una causa y a cada uno de nosotros a través de la co-
munidad de los sordos y con problemas de audicién. Somos miembros portadores de la cartilla de la Aso-
ciacion Nacional de Sordos, la Sociedad de Alexander Graham Bell, la Sociedad Americana para Nifios Sor-
dos, y Auditivo Verbal Internacional. Somos Manos y Voces. (Hand & Voices).

Si usted es sensible a un tema de solidaridad entre todas las diversas perspectivas que componen el
ya fragmentado grupo que llamamos comunidad, entonces usted esta leyendo esto bien. Manos y Voces, es
una organizacion sin fines de lucro que apoya el derecho de las familias a elegir el modo de comunicacién o
el método que mejor se adapte a las necesidades del nifio los valores de la familia, estilo de vida, metas pa-
ra su hijo, e inclinaciones del propio nifio y sus habilidades. No estamos patrocinados por ningtin proveedor
de servicios ni estamos inclinados como organizacién hacia una forma de comunicacién por encima de la
otra. Mas bien, nos movemos alrededor de las cosas que nos une como comunidad: el derecho a una edu-
cacion excelente y acceso a la comunicaciéon completa en el mundo para nuestros nifios.

Manos y Voces proporciona informacién, entrenamiento, apoyo de abogacia, creacién de redes de
padres a padres, un perlodlco trimestral “El comunicador”, el sitio Web, eventos especiales y otras activida-
des destinadas a proporcionar a las familias la informacién necesaria
para tomar buenas decisiones para sus hijos. Nuestra organizacién
estd impulsada por los padres, pero somos grandes colaboradores
con profesionales y consumidores que forman parte en nuestro Con-
sejo de Administracién y junta de asesores y que componen aproxi-
madamente un tercio de nuestros afiliados. Trabajamos tanto a nivel
local y estatal. Ademas del apoyo a la familia, nos esforzamos por te-

ner una participacion significativa en el nivel de desarrollo de siste-
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Support, ACCGSS, Sanlty by Robin Turner, Parent

NV Hands & Voices helped reshape our family for the better. We have three children - twin boys, Keegan &
Reilly (5) and Roslyn (3). Reilly was profoundly deaf at birth. By age 2, Keegan had a profound unilateral hearing
loss. Our boys have Mondini Dysplasia, a malformation of the inner ear. Reilly received Cochlear Implants, but
due to the Mondini, it was not an immediate success. Cochlear Implants are electronic devices surgically im-
planted within the cochlea that may help a person with a bilateral severe to profound hearing loss or deafness to
hear.

As parents with a deaf child, we were lost. Where do we find deaf resources? What is normal? How do we
raise a happy, deaf child? We brought our questions to NV Hands & Voices and got help finding the answers we
needed most. We got support from other families dealing with similar issues about education, writing an IEP and
learning what our rights are as parents. We gained access to workshops, conferences, professionals and re-
sources. NV Hands & Voices helped us regain our sanity! We realized that we weren't failures because we were
changing our plans.

After a year with implants, we switched Reilly back to American Sign Language (ASL). Three years later, when
he started responding to his implants, we switched again to a Total Communication program, an approach to deaf
education that aims to use all modes of communication (signed, oral, auditory, written and visual aids) depending
on the needs and abilities of the child. Now, a year later, we've moved him to a reverse mainstream program at
school where regular education students are brought into the special education classroom for the school day. This
encourages social interaction, allows special education students to glean information from regular education stu-
dents, and gives regular education students a better understanding of different special needs. He is mainly using
oral communication at school and learning ASL at home. Keegan's classmates serve as models to improve his
speech and vocabulary. Through all of these experiences we have learned that, for our family, change is good.

ApOYO, Acceso y Cordura por Turner Robin, Padres

Nevada Manos y Voces contribuyo a reestructurar nuestra familia para nuestro bien. Tenemos tres hijos - nifios
gemelos, Keegan y Reilly (5) y Roslyn (3). Reilly nacié completamente sordo. A los 2 afios, Keegan tuvo una profun-
da pérdida auditiva unilateral. Nuestros hijos tienen Displasia de Mondini, una malformacién del oido interno. Rei-
lly recibié implantes cocleares, pero debido a la Displasia Mondini, no fue un éxito inmediato. Los implantes co-
cleares son dispositivos electrénicos implantados quirdrgicamente en la céclea que pueden ayudar a escuchar a
una persona con un caso severo bilateral o pérdida auditiva profunda o sordera.

Como padres de familia con un nifio sordo, nos sentimos perdidos. {Dénde encontramos recursos para sor-
dos? éQué es normal? éCédmo criar a un nifio feliz, sordo? Trajimos nuestras preguntas a NV Manos y Voces y nos
ayudaron a encontrar las respuestas que mas necesitdbamos. Obtuvimos apoyo de otras familias que estan lidian-
do con las mismas inquietudes sobre educacion, sobre cémo escribir un PEI (Plan Educacional Individualizado) y
aprendiendo cudles son nuestros derechos como padres. Hemos tenido acceso a talleres, conferencias, profesio-
nales y recursos. iINV Manos y Voces nos ayudd a recuperar la cordura! Nos dimos cuenta de que no éramos un
fracaso porque estdbamos cambiando nuestros planes.

Después de un afio con los implantes, Reilly fue cambiado nuevamente al Lenguaje de Signos de América (ASL-
siglas en ingles). Tres afios mas tarde, cuando empezd a responder a sus implantes, pasamos de nuevo a un pro-
grama de comunicacion total, un acercamiento a la educacién de sordos cuyo objetivo es utilizar todos los medios
de comunicacion (sefas, orales, auditivas y ayudas visuales y escritas) dependiendo de la habilidad y necesidades
del nifio. Ahora, un afio més tarde lo hemos trasladado a un programa convencional inverso en la escuela donde
traen estudiantes de educacién regular a las aulas de educacién especial durante el dia escolar. Esto promueve la
interaccién social, permite a los estudiantes de educacién especial obtener informacion de los estudiantes de
educacién regular y asi mismo ofrece a los estudiantes de educacién regular un mejor entendimiento de las distin-
tas necesidades especiales. Reilly principalmente est4 utilizando la comunicacién oral en la escuela y aprendiendo
en casa ASL. Los compafieros de clase de Keegan sirven de modelo para mejorar su habla y vocabulario. A través
de todas estas experiencias hemos aprendido que para nuestra familia, el cambio es bueno.
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The Book of Choice

The Book of Choice is a wonderful expression of what we know to be
true: parents sharing directly with other parents of children who are deaf
or hard of hearing bring an essential kind of hope, inspiration and
empowerment. This book is an amazing resource that captures that
unique quality, and opens our minds to broader, more holistic views of
parenting a child with hearing loss. It's just the kind of thing you'd expect
from Hands & Voices - Christine Yoshinaga-Itano, PhD

Nevada Hands & Voices has received a grant from the Nevada Early
Hearing Detection and Intervention office to provide these books free
of charge to parents of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

If you would like to receive your free copy, please contact
info@nvhandsandvoices.org or call NV Hands & Voices at

(775) 351-1959. Professionals can also purchase a copy of the book for
$14.95 + $4.95 shipping and handling by contacting us as listed above.

To purchase a copy of this great book please contact:
info@nvhandsandvoices.org or call Cindy Roller at (775) 351-1959.

The Book of Choice

Support for Parenting a Child
Who Is Deaf or Hard of Hearing
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